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In this guest post, Grace Freeman picks the top ten Sassoon poems Although I'm interested in all aspects of war poetry, it probably wouldn't surprise anyone to learn (or not learn, as it happened) that I was a Owen girl through and through. He was my first deep—probably too deep—literary love, he
introduced me to what is now one of the greatest passions of my life, and I sometimes struggle to look beyond him and the individual experience of war. In my young obsession (which is still very present, although a little more controlled), I forgot one very important thing: that you can't have Owen without
Sassoon. The two met at Craiglockhart War Hospital in 1917, where both were sent for treatment for shell shocks—Sassoon as a result of his public objections to the war. Owen is a great singer of Sassoon's poem (in the surviving letter he refers to him as Keats and Christ and Elijah) and it is under his
influence and surveillance that Owen perseveres as a poet, going to pen some of the most famous pieces of war. Sassoon's verse often satires, always true, and he writes with interesting contradictions, that it's easy to see why he was respected as much as a century ago like him today. Here is his ten-
poem option, many of which are personal favorites. Poet As Hero Woundes for my red wounds burns to smell their wrongs; And there was repeal in my songs. 'The Poet As Hero' was published by late 1916, shortly before Sassoon deteriorated to return to active serve. In it, he explored the transition from
hero to Pacific and the rejection of swords to support the pen, through the destruction of Arthurian ideals. Dead Bed But death replied: I picked him up. So he goes, And there is silence on summer night; In 'The Death Bed', Sassoon takes us away from the battlefield racing to the dead soldiers in a remote
hospital (c) of the Fitzwilliam Museum; Supplied by the Public Catalogue Foundation. Through wikimedia Commons beds. It is sensual and clear, and explores the cacophonous life of individuals among the middle of thousands of others and drumming an endless battle. Memory For Death has made me
smart and bitter and strong; And I'm rich in everything I've lost. One of Sassoon's less cynical pieces of poem, 'Memory' was written in February 1918, while he waited to travel to Egypt. It is a mourning epichment of the world in which he lived before the war, as well as an acknowledgement that it was one
he could not return. Banishment Love pushed me back to groan with them through hell; And in the eyes of those tortured I stood forgiven. Like 'Poet As Hero', 'Banishment' is structured sonnet form, but in full inversion to his predecessor, Sassoon now laments his poetic futility. It was written during his
conference in Craiglockhart, in 1917, shortly before he returned to serve in France. The Last Meeting I knew that he was missing among the stars, And could no more but in their light. Sassoon wrote 'The Last Meeting' in memory of his friend, David Thomas, who was killed in Fricourt in 1916. In it, he
started a physical pilgrimage through nature, in an attempt to be reunited with his fallen friends, rejecting the warmth of life in favor of the dead. Suicide At Sneak Trenches House and pray you will never know Hell where youth and laughter go. In 'Suicide In The Trenches', Sassoon at the same time
examines the psychological impact of the war and exposes the gulf between soldiers and civilians. His bitterness was cifensive as he exploited the hypocrisy of those who did not fight and defend the actions of those who did so. Hero... and how, in the end, he died, Blown to a small bit. And no one seems
to care except that women are lonely with white hair. The gap between the front lines and the front row of the house is further explored in 'The Hero', where the circumstances of the death of a soldier are altered in a letter to meet the mother's hopes. When poetry first appeared in print in 1917, it received
immediate negative acceptance. On Passing The New Menin Gateway Here is the worst wound in the world. And here with the pride of 'Their name lives forever', Gateway claims. The Menin Gate, which is steamy with more than 54,000 missing names, was unveiled in Ypres in 1927 and Sassoon wrote
this response to him a year later. Written in traditional sonnet form, I always read this poem as an unconventional love song to fall, hidden under his humiliation for cynical reminders. After looking down, and swearing by the slain of War that you will never forget. Written in 1919, during the Sassoon
demobilization, 'Aftermath' is often broadcast on radio on Armistice Day, in the nearest years that followed the battle. It's rich, haunting, and broken with the hostility of war. Dug-Out You are too young to sleep indefinitely; And when you sleep you remind me of the dead. 'The Dug-Out' is probably my
favorite of all sassoon poems and one that stands out to me against others, in all its confusion and sadness. It was written in August 1918, after he was accidentally wounded by a British soldier and discharged from active service. Grace Freeman is an English Literature graduate living in London and with
a keen interest in war poetry. He is available on Twitter and on his website. Continue to explore the world of war poetry by choosing the best poem Wilfred Owen and our analysis of 'Everyone Sang'. For a good edition of Sassoon poems, we recommend Collected Poems. Siegfried Sassoon is best
remembered for his angry and compassionate poems about World War I, which brought him public and critical admirals. The sentiments and jingoism of many war poets, Sassoon wrote about the horrors and cruelty of trench warfare and contemptfully satireed generals, politicians, and churches because
of the insolvency and blind support of their war. He is also known as novelist and political commentator. In 1957 he was awarded the Queen's Medal for Poetry. Born into a wealthy Jewish family, sometimes called the Rothschilds of the East because the fate of the family was made in India, Sassoon lived
a relaxed life of a country man grown before World War I, pursuing two of his main interests, poetry and fox hunting. His early works, which were privately printed in several thin volumes between 1906 and 1916, were considered small and artificial, heavily influenced by John Masefield (whose work The
Daffodil Murderer was a parody). Following the outbreak of World War I, Sassoon served with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, seeing the stunt in France in late 1915. He received the Army Cross for taking home an injured soldier during a heavy fire. After being injured in the action, Sassoon wrote an open
letter of protest to the war department, refusing to fight again. I believe that this War was deliberately extended by those who had the power to terminate it, write it in the letter. At the insistence of Bertrand Russell, the letter was read out in the House of Commons. Sassoon is expected to be tried in court
for his objections, but poet Robert Graves intervened on his behalf, arguing that Sassoon suffered a shell shock and required medical treatment. In 1917, Sassoon was hospitalized. Counter-Attacks and Other Poems amassed some of Sassoon's best war poems, all of which were highly realistic laments
or satire, write Margaret B. McDowell in the Literary Biographical Dictionary. The later collection of Siegfried Sassoon War Poems included 64 war poems, the most written while Sassoon was in hospital recovering from his injuries. The public reaction to Sassoon's poems is fierce. Some readers
complained that the poet displayed little patriotism, while others found a reflection of the war that shocked him too extreme. Even fellow Pacifics complained about violence and graphic detail in his work. But the British public bought the books because, in his best poem, Sassoon captured the feelings of
trench warfare and the atrocities of British soldiers for a seemingly never-ending war. The dynamic qualities of his war poetry, according to critics for the Times Literary Supplement, are due to the intensity of their underlying feelings of cynicism. In the history of British poetry, McDowell writes, [Sassoon]
will be remembered mainly for several hundred poems... where he protested against the continuation of World War I. After the war, Sassoon was involved in Labour Party politics, lectures on pacifism, and continued to write. His most successful works during this period were the trilogy of autobiographical
novels, George Sherston's Memoir. In this regard, he gave a thinly fictional account, with little change except the name, his war experience, in contrast to memories the life of the country before the war and redundant the growth of its Pacific feelings. Some have been retained Sassoon's best work was his
prose, especially Sherston's first two novels. The memoir of a Fox Hunting Man was described by critics for the Springfield Republican as a fresh and exhilarating novel entirely, and Bookman's Robert Littrell described it as a beautiful single and strange book. The book's sequel was also welcomed. Critics
of the New Statesman called Memoirs an Infantry Officer a fierce and sensitive humanitarian document. In a review for the Additional Literature Times, after Sassoon's death, one critic wrote: 'Actual work, Memoirs of an Infantry Officer... consistently fresh. His research is bright, critical, and funny. ... If
Sassoon had written this consistently, he would have been a real character. Therefore, English literature has a great work from it almost by accident. Sassoon's critical biography of Victorian novelist and poet George Meredith found equally positive reception. In this volume, he recounts many anecdotes
about Meredith, describing her clearly as a person as well as an author: Readers put the book in the feeling that a great writer had become one of its close neighbours, writes G.F. Yang in the New York Herald Tribune Weekly Book Review. The critical part of the book was also praised, although some
found the writing to be cuai. But Critics of the New Yorker expressed fresh and rousing literary criticism, and reviewers for the Times Literature Supplement declared that Mr. Sassoon gave us the poet's budget, regarded with an intensity of insight, adeptly shaped as a biography, and written with stylistic
certainty. In 1957 Sassoon became a convert to Catholicism, although for some time before his conversion, his spiritual concerns had been the main subject of his writing. These religious poems were later considered inferior to those written between 1917 and 1920. But The Order (published shortly
before its exchange) has been praised by some critics. Derek Stanford, in Books and Books, claims that poetry in Sequence is some of the most admirable religious poems of the century. Speaking about Sassoon's war poems in the 1981 issue of The Spectator, P.J. Kavanagh claimed that today they
ring true as they once did; it's hard to see how they can get better. Looking back on Sassoon's long literary career, Peter Levi wrote in Poetry Review: One can experience in his poetry a slow, restless cook of great talent; the magnitud has not been recognized. ... He is one of the few poets of his
generation we really can't do without.
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